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This  is  the  first  of  what  mliV^  o*^co,(ie  a  regul  ar  iiiontnly  newslett-^r  sum- 
mariirin.j  interim  lt.gislative  acttvity.  The  Legislative  council 
dirocted  a  six  month  trial  ^eriou  to  aetermine  the  usefulness  of  an 
interim  newsletter-  t^e  hope  this  newsletter  will  provide  timely  summa- 
ries of  all  committee  activities  and  notice  of  meetings  scfieduleu.  In 
additiont  other  items  ot  special  interest  to  legislarors  will  Do 
included  from  time  to  time.  The  reports  in  the  newsletter  will  oe  as 
concise  as  i^ossible.  If  you  dm  interested  in  further  information* 
please  contact  the  legislative  agency  involved* 

Please  consider  this  your  newsletter.  Let  us  know  what  you  thihK  about 
it.  rie  will  welcome  any  cominenti,*  criticisms*  or  suggestions  on  now 
to  make  "The  Interim"  better  suit  your  needs.  Before  tne  six  ajonths 
have  expired*  we  will  send  you  a  questionnaire  to  determine  how  well 
the  newsletter  has  met  your  needs. 


LfcGISLATiVc  COUNCIL 


NEW  ROLL  CALL  SYSTEM 
INSTALLED 


M  computdri^eu  roll  call  system  h<j:>  been 
installed  in  tne  House  of  Representatives- 
The  systeu.  ii^ill  automatically  "reme.nber"  the 
votes  on  eacn  oill*  eliminating  tne  necessary 
input  of  each  name  for  printing  in  the  daily 
journal.  An  identical  system  will  be 
installed  in  tne  i>enate  prior  to  the  1979 
sess I  on. 


ERRORS  FOUND  IN 
SESSION  LAWS 


Please  cnecK  your  1977  Session  Laws  to  see 
that  Volume  1  contains  text  through  page 
115ii*  and  that  Volume  11  contains  text  pages 
11;>3  through  ii339.  we've  found  some  proolems 
in  a  few  volumes  and  want  to  replace  any  that 
are  incorrectly  bound.  Notify  the  cegislative 
Council  dhd  we  will  send  you  a  replacement. 


ROSIE  WEBER  ANNOUNCES 
PLANS  TO  RESIGN 


Rosie  We.jer»  fcxecuti  vt;  Director  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  since  1971?  has  announced  that 
she  will  suomit  her  resi^^nation  to  the  Legis- 
lative Council  at  its  December  t?  mjeting. 
Rosie  wiH  be  leaving  sometime  between  larch 
and  June.  ine  cited  a  number  of  personal 
considerations  that  led  to  this  oirricult 
dec  i  s  ion* 


LEGISLATURE  MAY 
CONSIDER  RULES  ADOPTED 
BY  SUPREME  COURT 


in  an  orjer  dated  Uecen-ber 
tana   Supreme   Court   aaopt 
qualification  and  substitut 
suant  to  Article  Vllt  Secti 
tana   Constitution   (1972). 
sion  the  newly  adoptee  rule 
disapproval   by   the  legisl 
th'^    two  sessions  following 
rules   appear   at  3^  State 
and   Volume   7f   K.C.h.   19 
Cumulativt:  Supplement). 


29,  197o,  tne  Hon- 
ed rules  for  di  s- 
i on  of  judges  pur- 
on  ^  of  the  Mon- 
Under  that  provi- 
s  are  subject  to 
ature  in  eitner  of 
promulgation.  The 
Reporter  26  { 1977) 
47t   p.   33   (1977 


CODE  COMMISSIONER 


The  initial  legal  work  has  oeen  completed  on 
39  of  tne  proposea  :>0  titles  that  will  com- 
prise the  Montana  Cooe  Annotated  1*79.  As 
titles  are  finished*  they  are  beinj  Sc^nt  to 
agencies  tnat  aominister  the  law  or  to  attor- 
neys in  private  practice  for  review.  Comments 
to  date  seeiTi  to  inaicate  that  everyone  ogrees 
the  new  arrangement  is  far  superior  to  the 
present  one.  Plans  are  to  be^in  senoing  por- 
tions or  the  proposed  new  code  to  the  printer 
after  tne  first  of  the  year  in  order  to  meet 
tne  July  1»  i97d»  publication  date.  All 
Dills  Grafted  for  the  1979  session  will  use 
tne  new  code  numoers*  so  the  proposea  code  as 
published  in  197<J  must  necessarily  be  widely 
c  i  rcul  :it=;G  •  Four  inoexers  assure  tne  public 
that  the  inoex  to  the  new  code  will  b-'  much 
more  useable  than  the  present  index.  The 
inoex  will  be  updated  after  each  legislative 
session.  The  present  inoex  has  not  been 
updated  anu  integrateu  for  30    years. 


;\T£i<.IM  iodCuMMITTEfcS 


WATER  RIGHTS 


In  its  July  anu  August  meetings?  tne  Subcom- 
mittee on  water  Kicjhts  studied  tne  basic  fea- 
tures or  western  water  law  with  the  nelp  of 
two  eminent  law  professors?  Al  Stone  and 
FranK  Trelease.  dn  Stptember  30  and  Uctooer  1 
tiie  Subcommittee  toureo  jreas  on  the  lower 
Howuer  Kiver  where  the  DNRC  is  now  developing 
recommendations  on  existing  rights.  The   sub- 
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HUMAN  SERVICES 


At  Its  first  meeting  in  July  tne  jubcofi.mi  ttee 
on  Human  Services  reviewed  human  service 
agency  reorganizations  in  other  states  and 
neard  pledges  of  cooperation  with  the  study 
froir<  executive  agency  represt^ntat  i  ves .  The 
couimittee  iiiet  jctooer  7  and  heard  legislators 
from  ur^jon*  Utafit  and  Idaho  report  on  reor- 
ijdnization  efforts  in  those  states  from  the 
legislative  perspective.  The  subcommittee 
instituteu  a  broaooased  series  of  qut-stion- 
Odires  designed  to  elicit  information  from 
Human  services  aa.D  i  ni  strator  s»  providers* 
client  groups*  and  legislators.  information 
^atfiered  fror.i  these  questionnaires  will  aid 
in  preparation  of  draft  legislation  at  a 
Ctece.nber  ^  ineeting.  Tne  drafts  will  tnon  be 
subaiitteJ  to  critical  review  by  interested 
persons. 


STATE  LEGAL 
SERVICES  AND 
ELECTION  LAWS 


Tne  Subcohimi  ttee  on  Legal  Services  and  elec- 
tion Laws  held  its  first  meeting  August  <!7. 
liie  suDCuu.iiii  ctee  directed  staff  to  prepare  an 
analysis  of  existing  election  laws  with 
recommendations  for  revising  those  laws.  The 
subconi;ni  ctee  also  directed  that  all  attorneys 
servinj  state  -government  be  identified  as  to 
their  service  status  and  duties  so  judgments 
can  oe  mjde  concerning  the  oest  way  to  organ- 
ize the  provision  of  legal  services  to  the 
stote.  The  subcommittee  held  its  second 
meeting  .November  i>«  The  suocommittee  directed 
staff  to  prepare  the  first  draft  of  a  revised 
election  code  to  oe  reviewed  by  the  subcom- 
mittee at  their  next  schedulea  meeting  Janu- 
ary /«  The  draft  will  be  prepared  in  accord- 
ance with  general  rt^commendati  ons  maoe  in  a 
19/3  interim  study  of  local  election  laws. 
Those  r<icommendat  i  ono  were  a  i, Tied  at  making 
^l^Cutions  iito^pe -«i  f  fi  <"  •*=■"♦  ^nd  convenient.  The 
subcommi ctee  also  reviewed  a  progress  report 
on  the  organi^ation  of  statt  le'jai  services 
in  tne  executive  branch.  The  final  results  of 
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a  survey  of  all  attorne/s  working  in  dnd  for 
tne  executive  oranch  will  be  completed  for 
the  January  7  meeting. 


LOCAL  GOVERNMENT 
LAWS 


The  Subcomnii  ttee  on  Local  Government  inet  in  ( 
Miles  City  CJCtooer  14  at  its  reguljr  inonthl  / 
meeting  to  continue  a  thorough  comparison  of 
existing  locdl  government  law  and  the  revi- 
sion proposed  in  HB  l<i2»  This  side-uy-side 
comparison  will  occupy  tne  subcommittee  at 
its  meetings  througn  February,  meetings  have 
been  scheduled  Uecemoer  16  in  Kalispellt 
January  14  in  Havret  and  February  17  in 
Lfcwistowri.  :>enator  Larry  Aber  has  oeen 
appointee  to  replace  Senator  boo  .^rown  who 
res  i  jnad. 


LEGISLATIVE 
IMPROVEMENT 


The  following  preliminary  r ecommenaut ions 
were  mude  oy  the  committee  at  an  October  8 
rtieeting:  1)  nold  party  caucuses  Garlien  sug- 
gest .\jvemoer  i7-ia»  197&f  with  an 
orientation  session  immediately  following;  2) 
announce  committee  assignments  10  days  after 
caucus;  3)  request  Governor's  bills  be 
prefileo  as  committee  sponsored  bills  and 
printed  by  Decemoer  It  assigned  to  comuiittee 
by  presiding  officers^  tnen  distributed  to 
committee  me.noers  for  review  prior  to  1979 
session;  4)  use  of  a  consent  calendar  for 
"noncontrover  s  i  al  •'  Dills;  and  5)  allow  co- 
sponsoreo  bills  by  a  House  and  a  Senate 
meiiiber-  a  complete  review  of  the  work  flow 
both  during  a  session  and  in  the  interim  has 
been  iiiaa"^  oy  the  committee. 


At  tne  j-inuary  &  meeting*  the  agenda  includes 
cons  i  d^irjt  i  on  of  the  committae  meeting  blocK 
systemt  which  sets  aside  committee  ojys  for 
hearings  jnd  session  -lays  for  floor  work.;  . 
cciriplettr  review  of  oill  deadlines;  selection 
of  interi"^!  studies  and  interim  coiiniittee 
menibership;  and  format  of  conter^nce  commit- 
tee reports.  Lomments  or  suggestions  will  be 
welcomed  oy  the  committee. 


EDUCATION 


Tne  second  fneeting  of  the  Subcommittee  on 
tducation  was  held  in  Octooer.  The  subcom- 
mittee neard  testimony  from  vocationol  edu- 
cation .lam  i  ni  strators  and  community  college 
presidents  and  trustees.  The  next  meeting  is 
tentatively  scheduled  for  January  21  to  fur- 
tner  consider  vocational  education*  community 
college  jovernance*  and  Montana's  historic 
records. 


SUBDIVISION  LAWS 


At  d  meeting  on  September  29f  the  Subcommit- 
tee on  oubdivision  Laws  reviewed  the  nistory 
of  . Montana's  laws  on  subdivision  of  Icinj  and 
discussej  a  broad  range  of  issues  reluteo  to 
those  laws,  fno  subcommitteo  held  two  public 
informational  hearings  in  aillings  on  octooer 
2a  and  in  Missoula  on  November  8. 


COAL  TAX 
OVERSIGHT 


The  Coal  T 
two-day  meet 
17  to  >-)at.her 
the  Coal  tax 
could  be 
in  i  dol  e-i  ncom 
to  enter  ayr 
^H) •  Forty 
realtors*  u 
attended  t 
strengths  an 
Hous  i  ny*  s  I  o 
<-j  r  am  •  At  t 
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ax   Oversight   Conimittee   neld   a 
ing  in  billings  September  io   ano 
information  for  its  study  of  how 
trust  fund  and  other  state  funas 
invested   to   promote   low-   and 
e  housinq  ano  assist  young  people 
iculture  and  businass  (SJR  2   and 
witnesses  —  including  banl<ersv 
uilders*   and   board   memb»?rs   — 
he    meeting   and   discussed   the 
d   weaknesses   of   the   ooard   of 
w-income  mortgage  repurchase  pro- 
ne  meeting's   close*   the   board 
e  Coal  Tax  Qversignt  Committee  to 
in  whicn  to  ijuprove  the  aJminis- 
he  program. 


The  ooaro  of  Investments  attended  tne  second 
day's  meeting  and  presenteo  its  position  and 
sugyestions  on  the  investment  of  state  funas 
to  achieve  social  goals.  The  committee  plans 
detailea  examination  of  sotoe  of  these  sugges- 
tions at  the  next  meeting. 

Tne  cotnmittee  also  unanimously  approved  a 
resolution  recommending  that  the  Coal  ?oard 
(jraDt  funds  to  tne  departments  of  Community 
Affairs  and  State  Lands  for  a  joint  study  to 
uevelop  "oujective  criteria"  for  determinino 
direct  ana    secondary  coal  impact. 

The  committee  plans  to  hold  a  joint  meeting 
with  th.i  coal  doard  and  tne  Legislative 
Finance  Committee  in  January  to  discuss  thij 
resolution  ano  the  report  on  coal  grants  pre- 
parea  Dy  the  Office  of  the  Legislative  Fiscal 
Anal yst. 


REVENUE  OVERSIGHT 


At  its  Kovamber  17  meeting*  the  Revenue  Uver- 
si  jht  Committee  reviewed  progress  reports 
from  the  Uepartment  of  Revenue  on  pending 
court  cases  and  on  research  data  being  gath- 
ered for  tne  committee's  study  of  tho  taxa- 
tion of  financial  institutions  and  the  re- 
placement of  the  property  tax  on  diotor  vehi- 
cles with  fees.  The  committee  also   discussed 
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several  ddrri  i  ni  strat  i  ve  rules  proposed  t>y  the 
departiotnt  and  suggested  various  cnan  ,os  to 
raaKe  tne  rules  more  understandaole. 

Continuiay  its  study  of  alternate  ways  to  tax 
tiJiibert  tne  committee  heard  critiques  or  pro- 
posed yield  tax  and  severance  tax  oy  staffs 
of  the  Department  of  Revenue,  Department  of 
.Natural  Kesources*  Legislative  Council » 
timber  owners*  and  interested  legislators* 
The  comft.ittee  was  particularly  concerneu  with 
now  the  adoption  of  a  yield  or  severance  tax 
would  affect  local  governments'  oondinj 
powert  officials*  salaries,  ana  tax  base  and 
requested  additional  research- 
Graphs  snowing  the  mill  levies  and  net  pro- 
ceeds tax  in  Silver  bow  County  were  thor- 
ougnly  discusseu  in  consioering  the  ap.jropri- 
ate  level  of  gross  proceeds  tax  on  metal 
ininest  anotner  study  assi-jned  to  the  commit- 
tee. Members  asked  for  detailed  analysis  of 
the  tot^l  tax  burden  on  minerals  i.i  other 
states  for  the  next  meetingt  which  is  planned 
for  early  January. 


INDIAN  LEGAL 
JURISDICTION 


A  committee  nas  been  appointed  to  oversee  the 
Legal  Jurisdiction  Project  in  the  Governor's 
office  and  to  hole  a  public  nearinj  on  eacn 
reservation,  suggest  alternative  solutions, 
identity  cojimon  bonos  between  indian  and 
non-Indian  people,  and  propose  legislation, 
fcstabl  istiment  of  this  committee  was  directeJ 
by  ho  1h3«  Tne  committee  met  uctober  J  to 
organiiJcf.  senator  bill  Lowe  was  elected 
chairman*  and  Kepresentat i ve  Tom  Conroy  was 
electee  vice  chairman.  Various  committee  mem- 
bers Anvxi  then  assigned  to  meet  with  tribal 
leaders  to  arrange  puulic  nearings  yn  the 
reservations. 


The  committee  held  its  second  meeting  Novem- 
ber 7.  i\epresentat  i  ves  from  severol  (Jepart- 
aients  of  state  government  reported  on  juris- 
dictional conflicts  that  have  arisen  in  rela- 
tion to  their  departments  and  the  response  of 
the  departments  to  these  conflicts.  The 
committee  decided  to  hold  its  first  hearings 
in  Oecfeinber  on  the  Rocky  boy  ana  Ft.  3elknap 
Reservations.  Mo  dates  have  yet  been  set*  but 
all  legislators  will  be  notified  of  he^^rings 
oy  mai I > 


CAPITOL  BUILDING 
AND  PLANNING 


The  Capitol  Building  and   Planning   Committee 
met   en  August  ZZ    to  review  the  status  of  the 


master  plan  for  the  Capitol  complex  and  to 
je.jin  to  assess  future  needs.  The  greatest 
pr»jL»lt:ms  seem  to  be  how  best  to  accommodate 
the  need:>  of  the  Supreme  Court»  Stato  Law 
Librar/f  State  Liorary*  and  future  Lec,is- 
Jative  urfice  space  needs.  The  committee  will 
consid'jr  these  problems  in  yreater  depth  at  a 
^neeting  ijariy  next  year. 


AOMINI  STKATi  Vc  ^oOt  cUMrtlfTtfc 

The  Administrative  Code  Committee  met  riay  11  j 
July  i:>,  September  8»  and  Octooer  12  and  is 
schfcduleJ  to  meet  December  I  to  review  rules 
proposea  and  adopted  by  tne  various  agencies 
since  the  legislature  adjourned.  Tne  commit- 
tee helu  a  hearing  on  the  proposed  repeal  by 
DCa  of  rules  restricting  the  use  of  the  occa- 
sional sale  and  intrafamil/  transfer  excep- 
tions to  tne  Montana  Suodi vision  and  Platting 
Act.  The  aepartment  uecidea  not  to  rep-al  the 
rules  rv'Strictin^  occasional  sales.  The 
committee  decided  that  no  express  iegislutive 
autnority  existed  permitting  the  Department 
of  Institutions  to  aaopt  an  alcohol  a.iu  drug 
abuse  counselor  certification  pro/jram.  The 
Department  of  Institutions  decided  against 
the  adoption  of  a  certification  procedure 
followin-i  the  committee's  action.  JUe  commit- 
tee also  requested  staff  to  prepare  a  peti- 
tion to  the  Department  of  Revenue  to  amend 
the  rule  requiring  that  the  sale  of  food  con- 
stitute the  principal  business  of  a  wine  li- 
cense applicant.  The  staff  reviewed  and 
comuienteJ  extensively  on  the  proposed  Attor- 
ney General's  Model  Rules.  The  committee 
objectea  to  the  vagueness  of  the  code  of 
ethics  of  the  Board  of  Realtors.  A  redraft  is 
under  consideration  oy  the  committee:.  The 
Committe..*  concurrea  in  the  Revenue  Uv'r  sight 
Committer's  objections  to  the  requirement 
that  existing  structures  oe  Drought  above 
code  to  qualify  for  an  energy  conservation 
tax  Deduction.  Tfie  rule  was  amended  to  con- 
form to  those  oojections.  The  legislature 
responaing  to  a  poll  conducted  by  the  commit- 
tee went  on  record  as  stating  the  tax  credit 
for  the  installation  of  a  wood  burning  stove* 
as  prOf>oiea  oy  the  aepartment»  is  not  in 
accord  with  tneir  intent.  (Senate:  la  FOR* 
2A  AGAli^il;  House:  '*\  rUK»  ^0  AoAInST) 
opcoming  problems  in  tne  October  and  i^overaoer 
sunimariei  nicluue  the  ado;jtion  of  the  energy 
coriservac  I  on  code  for  new  building  construc- 
tion  ana   trie   oesignation   of   Galen   State 


Hobpitdl    ds    d    continuing    care    facility. 


LtGIliLATIVt    AUair    CUMMITTht 


REPORTS  ISSUED 


The  Legislative  Audit  Committee  met  September 
l^  ant)  November  7t  197/»  at  the  State 
Capi  to! • 


Financial/compliance  audit  reports  presented 
to  the  Le^jislative  Audit  Committee  were:  Uni- 
versity of  Montana;  Montana  Arts  Council;* 
Department  of  Professionjl  and  Occupational 
Licensing  —  doard  of  Puulic  Accountants;* 
department  of  Administration  —  Architecture 
and  Engineering  division;*  department  of 
Administration  —  data  Processing  division;* 
iMorthern  .^lontand  College;  Advisory  Cojncil 
for  Vocational  tuucation;*  Department  of 
Administration;*  Office  of  Commissioner  of 
Higher  education  and  Board  of  Regents  of 
Higner  tjucation;*  Department  of  Institutions 
—  Mountain  view  School;*  fcastijiont  Training, 
Center;  iwan  River  Youtn  Forest  Camp;  Compre- 
hensive Employment  and  Training  Act  — 
tmployment  Security  Division;  board  of  Public 
education;  Missoula  County;  City  of  oreat 
Falls;  Human  Resources  division  (2);  Human 
Rights  Commission;  tqual  Employment  oppor- 
tunity cjureau;  and  Indian  Coordinator* 
(*Audits  conducted  Ly  tha  Legislative  Audi- 
tor. Cithjr  audits  were  conducted  by  Certified 
Public  Accountant  firms.) 


LIAISON  COMMITTEE 


The  rtontdna  CPA  Society  Liaison  Committee  met 
with  the  Legislative  Audit  Committee  for  a 
joint  luncheon  meeting  on  Septemoer  19  to 
discuss  cne  potential  and  results  of  the 
Legislative  Auditor's  contract  audit  program. 


AUDIT  REQUESTED 


The  Department  of 
Conservation  recen 
Legislative  Auditor* 
gram  audit  of  tna 
lative  AUJit  committ 
staff  limitationst 
sible  cc  the  pres 
considered  in  futur 
a  progra.u  audit  wou 
entire  Oepartment  b 
jjrogra.T)  witnin  the  d 
Resource  Man^cement. 


Natural  Resources  and 
tl y  requested  that  the 
s  office  conduct  a  pro- 
t  department.  The  Legis- 
ee  statej   tnatt   oue   to 

such  an  audit  was  i mpos- 
ent  time  but  would  be 
e  audit  plans,  urdinarily 
Id  not  be  m^de  ut  an 
utt  ratherr  of  a  selected 
ep:«rtment»  suck  js   water 


CURRENT  AUDITS 


Auotts    corrently   being   performed   ay   the 
Legisldcivti  Auaitor  are: 


Fi  nanctal/LQ.npl  A<^nce  -  uepartment  of  Com- 
munity Arfoirs  —  Certain  Activities  ut  the 
Human  kesources  Division;  Department  or  cotu- 
ral  rvesources  and  Conservation;  Uepartmont  of 
Kovenue;  uepartment  of  Labor  ario  Industry  — 
Labor  l>'_cjnujrjs  Divisiont  Humjn  ;<iyhts  Divi- 
sion* »-t--rsonnel  Appeals  Division;  employment 
i>ecurity  Division;  Department  of  Fish  ana 
Oijue;  uepartment  of  Social  and  Renao  i  1  i  tat  i  on 
Services;  and  Office  of  the  State   Treasurer. 

Proyr^"'  ~  Special  tducatio^i  —  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instruction;  and  jil  anc  oas 
Leases*  Taxes  and  Royalties  —  Departments  of 
.\iatural  Kesources*  kevenue*  and  State   Lands* 

iUIiiel  ~  ooaru  of  ADStracterst  doard  of 
Architects*  board  of  Puolic  Accountants* 
aoard  of  Keal  estate*  County  Printinu  aoara 
ana  Insurance  Commissioner* 


REVENUE  SHARING 


At  tne  September  .iioeting*  the  committee  ais- 
cussea  revenue  sharing  audit  requirements  in 
response  to  a  letter  from  tne  Governor  to 
Ch^iirman  oerKe.  Federal  revenue  sharing 
guidelines  require  an  independent  audit  of 
tnt  financial  statements  of  each  state  .jgency 
ot  least  once  every  three  years*  Failure  to 
do  sucfi  duaits  may  jeopardize  all  revenue 
sharinj  funds  to  tne  state* 


un  ;^ove,TiDer  /  the  Legislative  Auditor  pre- 
sented the  Legislative  Audit  Committee  with 
an  audit  plan  to  meet  federal  revenue  sharing 
guioelines*  The  committee  approved  tht  audit 
plan  and  directed  the  Legislative  Auditor  to 
advise  L»overnor  Judge  of  tnat  plan  to  meet 
the  revenue  sharing  requirements* 


WORKER'S 
COMPENSATION 


Tht,  Att.jrney  ueneral  made  his  quarterly 
report  on  the  worker's  compensation  Investi- 
c^ation    to    the    Legislative    Audit    Committee. 


REPORTS  AVAILABLE 


Copies  of  dll  audit  reports  are  available 
from  the  art  ice  of  the  Legislative  Auditor* 
Kooni   ii3»   btJte    Capitol*    phone    number 


LLGiSLATlVt  Fi.-.ANv,fc  CDMMITTct 


MEETING 


Tile   Leyibldcive  Finance  Committee  met  i^iovem- 
uer  16  d.Ri  19  at  the  State  Capitol. 


MEDICAID 


The  corn.Tiittee  riyarrj  a  presentation  rroia  the 
Jepartnient  of  Social  jnd  Kehab  i  1  i  tat  i  on 
Services  concerninj  a  projected  deficit  in 
the  mediu^ia  program.  The  jepartment  decailea 
projected  economy  measures  that  would  serve 
to  reduce  the  department's  projected  U':ificit 
troai  ilmjL^j  ntillion  to  *3«194  million.  Concern 
was  expressed  that  tne  department  Wcjs  plan- 
niny  to  soend  at  a  rate  exceeaing  the  appro- 
priation* 


REVENUE  STATUS 


Tne  coo.iiittae  was  presenteo  a  revenue  status 
report  of  trie  state  general  fund  as  of  Jcto- 
oer  31»  1977*  Tt>€:  report  from  the  fiscal 
analyst*i  office  concluded  that  total  jeneral 
fund  revenues  were  "on  line"  in  meetiny 
j^roject  i  on  s.  Total  coal  tax  receipts  were 
aown  DotM  from  projections  ana  f  ro.ii  last 
year's  collections. 


COAL  REPORTS 


The  fiscal  analyst's  office  presented  two 
reports  relating  to  coal  impact  ;,rants. 
Grants  under  consideration  by  the  coal  ooard 
were  reviewed  as  requirea  oy  HB  Ihitt  and 
adoitional  information  on  coal  funds  made 
availaole  to  coal  impact  areas  was   oetailea. 


BUDGET  AMENDMENTS 


The  staff  presented  a  summary  of  additional 
expenditures  authorized  by  the  cxr^cutive 
budget  office  beyond  tne  amounts  appropriated 
oy  the  ^btn  Legislature.  As  of  Noveoioer  7t 
i977»  amenuments  totaling  S^fSbOtaOO  ana  add- 
ing 192.17  employees  had  been  approved  by  thc- 
execut i  Vtf . 


CuNSur.cK  CJUNStL 


LEGISLATIVE 
CONSUI'dER  COMMITTEE 


The  committee  meets  as  circumstances  require 
to  estajlisn  policy*  authorize  expenditures* 
and  consiaer  ernployment  of  staff  and  experts 
in  regulated  utility  and  transportation 
cases.  Tie  coirmi  ttee  must  tncet  at  least  once 
each  quarter  but  has  been  ;neetiny  more  often. 


CONSUMER  COUNSEL 


This  year  the  Consumer  Counsel  has  taken 
issue  with  ovor  »60  million  in  requested 
utility   rdte  increases.  Tnere  is  now  Jiti<ja- 
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t i on  concerning  FPC  natural  yas  rate  deci- 
sions and  serious  substantive  issues  of  1  awf 
with  respect  to  utility  r atemaki ny.  The  Con- 
sumer Counsel  is  also  litigating  over  iJ  mil- 
lion in  railroad  grain  rates  and  has  obtained 
an  order  from  tne  ICC  that  Montana  railroads 
reoate  approximately  siOJtOOO  in  excess 
charges  to  Montana  grain  snippers.  This  deci- 
sion is  (predictably  under  fire  from  the  rail- 
roaus.  Tne  Consumer  Counsel  staff  is  also 
working  on  electric  utility  load  studies  and 
plan  to  report  on  alternative  approaches  to 
utilit/  rdtes  in  the  near  future.  Litigation 
with  .lountain  Bell  is  expected.  Tne  question 
is  wheth-^r  tne  company's  rates  are  proprie- 
tary ana  tnus  outside  the  puolic's  rignt  to 
Know.  In  J  question  of  whether  the  Public 
Service  Commission  has  jurisdiction  over 
sewer  ratest  the  suoject  of  four  unsuccessful 
bills  in  the  ^3tM  session,  has  been  suomitted 
to  the  courts  for  a  ruling.  The  consumer 
Counsel  staff  has  resisted  proposals  by 
AMTKAK,  Hrontier  airlines,  anu  local  bus 
lines  to  curtail  service  in  Montana. 


tNVlRuN.^tNTAL  wUALlFY  CUUNLiL 


JOB  OPENING 


tnv i ronmenta I  Ouality  Council  currently  has  a 
jOD  opening  for  an  ecoloyist  researcher, 
rlequ  i  reoients  are  at  least  a  bachelor's  degree 
in  ecoloyyt  biology*  or  a  related  field  and  ^ 
yeors*  experience.  Salary:  il3,4dSy  to 
M6»  130. 


NSF  GRANT  RECEIVED 


Trie  Envi  ron.nentdl  Juality  Council  recently 
received  a  *<?!>tOuO  ;,rant  from  thii  National 
iciencc;  ^ounuation  to  develop  a  prograi'i  which 
will  make  more  and  oetter  scientific  and 
technical  information  available  to  legis- 
lators. Terry  Carmody*  cwC  txecutive  J i rec- 
tor* woula  welcome  suggestions  from  legis- 
lators on  areas  where  such  information  is 
neeoeo. 


PERLMUTTER  RESIGNS 


Steve  Perlmutter,  cwC  staff  attorney  for 
three  years*  has  resignea  to  go  into  private 
consulting  work. 


COUNCIL  MET 
NOVEMBER  29 


In  its  November  Z9  meeting*  the  Environmental 
Quality  Council  neard  reports  from  staff  mem- 
oers  of  itate  Lands  and  Reclamation  Division 
on   suoject s  whicn  arose  during  the  Council's 
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Col  strip  tour  in  September.  John  Jrtht  head 
of  the  iJtpartment  of  i^atural  Resources  and 
tofiser  vat  I  on*  summarized  several  proposals 
now  unoer  consideration  for  expandinj  the 
bonneville  Hower  Administration's  role  in 
energy  Jevelopment.  The  council  approved  a 
staff  proposal  for  cooroination  and  research 
relateu  to  energy  legislation  for  trie  1979 
sess  i  on. 


^ 
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